
Standing Committee on Affiliates 
 
Charge: In order to promote the professional competence and strengthen the public voices of affiliates and their 
individual members, the Standing Committee on Affiliates is charged: 
 

• to seek ways of improving communication between and within affiliates; 
• to recruit, mentor, and support new affiliate leaders 
• to energize affiliates and to encourage them to develop year-round activities 
• to keep up-to-date with NCTE policies, structural changes, and focal issues and inform affiliate groups in a 

timely fashion; 
• to organize affiliated events at NCTE conventions and encourage affiliate members to attend; 
• to take an active role in bringing Affiliate concerns and innovative ideas to the NCTE Executive Committee; 
• to encourage members of affiliates to join NCTE and become active in NCTE  programs and projects;   
• to encourage greater use of NCTE resources (e.g, NCLE, NCTE journals and publications); and 
• to encourage Affiliate activities in support of the NCTE’s Advocacy Day and to make connections between 

the NCTE Legislative platform and state-level advocacy. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013? 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are "in progress" at this time?  
 
Between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014, SCOA has responded to its charge as follows:  
 

• to seek ways of improving two-way communication between and within affiliates;  
o SCOA continues to work on this element of its charge. Last year we reported that we had 

increased our efforts to collect information from individual affiliates by  
§ asking to be added to affiliate email distribution lists  
§ "friending" affiliates on Facebook  
§ creating Facebook pages for regions  
§ checking affiliate websites on a regular basis  

This year we have continued these efforts and have shared some of the information we've learned 
during our bi-monthly conference calls.  

• to keep up-to-date with NCTE policies, structural changes, and focal issues and inform affiliate groups in a 
timely fashion;  

o SCOA is in constant conversation with Millie Davis, who keeps us current on NCTE policies, 
structural changes, focal issues, etc. The committee then passes that information along to affiliate 
leaders via our regular newsletter and Affiliate Leader meetings at the convention and in the 
summer  

• to organize affiliated events at NCTE Convention and encourage affiliate members to attend;  
o SCOA consistently organizes NCTE convention sessions, a meeting of affiliate leaders, and an 

Affiliate Breakfast. These events are publicized through the convention program and SCOA 
newsletters in advance of the convention.  

• to take an active role in bringing Affiliate concerns to the NCTE Executive Committee; 
o SCOA members meet regularly by phone, and since winter 2012, those calls have included an 

"around the regions" session during which SCOA representatives are asked to report affiliate concerns 
of which they have become aware; Millie Davis, NCTE, is a regular attendee on those calls; the 
second vice president is also invited to attend. Still, this continues to be a concern for us, as we're 
not convinced that all affiliates do feel connected to NCTE (and vice versa).  

• to encourage members of affiliates to join NCTE and become active in NCTE programs and projects;  
o in order to be eligible for Affiliate Excellence awards (administered by SCOA), affiliates must 

demonstrate that all officers are members of NCTE; the new Student Affiliate Excellence Award also 
includes a minimum NCTE membership requirement  

o NCTE programs and projects are the focus of every SCOA newsletter  
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• to encourage greater use of NCTE resources (e.g., cosponsored speakers, professional development 
opportunities at the local level); and  

o SCOA promotes usage of NCTE resources through 
§ regular newsletters to affiliate leaders  
§ annual Affiliate Leadership meetings  

• to encourage and support Affiliate activities in support of the NCTE National Day on Writing. 
o SCOA promotes the annual National Day of Writing in its regular newsletters to affiliate leaders  

 
NOTE: Our charge has recently been updated (thanks!) so next year we should have some newer and more interesting 
things to say!  
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center for 
Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance collaboration and 
inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive work on formative 
assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn't being tapped as new standards are being implemented.  
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives?  
 
The Standing Committee on Affiliates has not directly participated in or benefited from the NCLE or the Council's work 
on how formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn't being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. That does not mean, however, that we have not encouraged our constituents—NCTE Affiliates—to take 
advantage of these resources. In fact, information about the NCLE, in particular, has been woven in to our Summer 
Affiliate Leadership meetings for at least three years now. We make an effort each year to ensure that affiliate 
leaders are introduced to this resource and have a chance to consider how their affiliates might make use of it.  
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives?  
 
I'm not aware of any specific questions we have, but, as always: the more information the better!  
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/affiliatescom 
 
Claire Lamonica, Chair 
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Standing Committee against Censorship 
 
Charge: To solicit and receive reports of censorship incidents from NCTE members, constituent groups, and sources 
outside the Council; to serve as a resource on current patterns of censorship; to continue to raise awareness of 
censorship issues; to serve as an advisory committee to NCTE Headquarters considering the kinds of support and 
services that an Intellectual Freedom/Anti-Censorship Center could provide; to promote policies for literature 
adoption that allay the possibility of censorship; to help NCTE develop rationales for the teaching of controversial 
texts, and to develop a white paper that further explores students' right to write and all of its implications. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 

1. A document on NCTE Beliefs regarding Students’ Rights to Write was approved by the Executive 
Committee. This was a major accomplishment since the committee had been working on this document 
for several years and continued revisions until approval was awarded.  

 
2. Committee members have participated in active online discussions on the following topics: 

• Academic Freedom 
• Students’ Right to Write 
• Specific incidents of book banning 
• How to attract more Intellectual Freedom Award nominees.  Perhaps one award for a YA author 

and one for a “freedom-fighter” in the field?  
 
3. The committee organized a round-table discussion on Diane Ravitch’s work, read her recent books and 

developed questions for the session. The committee will hold a discussion within the committee before 
facilitating this session at the 2014 convention. 
 

4. The committee chair invited members to the committee who would bring varying perspectives related to 
our work.  For example,  

• Gretchen Oltman, expert on student writing and violence 
•  Frank Edler, past president of Nebraska’s Academic Freedom Coalition 
• Connie Nagle, National Writing Project  
• Barry Gilmore, expert in Common Core and anti-censorship advocate 

 
5. The committee has reached out to experts in the field to help us with our work: David Moshman, author 

of Liberty and Learning, and Joan Bertin, director of the National Coalition against Censorship.  
 

6. The committee has contributed items for the website, specifically posts from YA authors regarding 
censorship. 

 
7. Committee members were active in the 2013 convention, with a majority of members attending the SCAC 

annual meeting. 
 

8. The committee wrote and submitted two guaranteed sessions for the 2014 convention.  
 

9. The committee reviewed Intellectual Freedom Award applicants and selected a recipient and honorable 
mention. 
 

10. Committee members participated in a radio interview for Banned Books week organized by Millie Davis.  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

http://www.ncte.org/action/anti-censorship


• The committee will continue to work on a document that more comprehensively examines students’ 
rights to write, perhaps submitting a white paper on the topic. 

• The committee will address the complex idea of academic freedom in more depth, perhaps participating 
in a book study of David Moshman’s Liberty and Learning.  

• The committee will host a session on the expansion of state anti-censorship organizations at the 2014 
conference and will follow up with the necessary support to those interested in forming such an 
organization.   

• Intellectual Freedom Award – one award for YA author and one for “freedom-fighter” in the field?  
• Blending of ALAN censorship efforts and NCTE’s Standing Committee against Censorship  

 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The Standing Committee against Censorship stands ready to explain, defend, and support literacy initiatives from 
NCLE, especially as they relate to intellectual freedom and students’ rights to read, write, and discuss freely in all 
disciplines.  
 
The committee often received reports of reprimands (or dismissal) of teachers who oppose censorship. The 
Teacher Evaluation and Performance Assessment of Teacher and Student Learning might address this concern. 
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/censorshipcom  
 
ReLeah Lent, Chair 
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Standing Committee on International Concerns 
 
Charge: To advise the NCTE Executive Committee and staff about how the Council might provide specific guidance 
to K-16 educators concerning the ways educational and literacy practices in other nations may affect their students, 
their pedagogy, and educational policy. 
 
No report submitted. 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/internationalconcern  
 
Damian Baca, Chair 
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Standing Committee on Research 
 
Charge: In order to identify and address issues of broad concern to NCTE members interested in advancing research 
in English language arts, the Standing Committee on Research is charged as follows: 
 

• to promote articulation across the various research groups within NCTE; 
• to serve as the primary research strand review group for annual convention programming; 
• to make ELA researchers aware of relatively under-researched areas and to encourage members of the 

Council to undertake studies in one or more of those areas; 
• to explore ways to increase support for literacy research by engaging various groups in collaborative 

projects and by creating materials to help the Council make the case for governmental support for literacy 
research programs; 

• to consider developing position statements and other publications helpful to teachers, administrators, and 
policymakers regarding research in English language arts; 

• to maintain a presence in AERA and pursue efforts to secure private grants and foundation funding for 
NCTE research initiatives. 

 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 
Over the 2014 year the SCR has completed several actions under our charge: 
 
-We met at the Annual Convention in Boston to review the precious years’ work and set out the agenda, including 
duties and subcommittees as detail below  
 
-In February 2014 all members of the SCR review research strand proposal for the annual convention 
 
-From February through April, a subcommittee of four SCR members reviewed and selected winners of the NCTE 
Promising Researcher Award 
 
- From January to March 2014 A subcommittee of four SCR members constructed our two guaranteed session for 
the 2014 Convention.  This included a new session dedicated to research published and research trends from RTE 
(part of an ongoing project to better collaborate between the SCR and RTE) 
 
-During spring 2014 the SCR Chair made five new appointments to the committee  
 
-March 2014 The SCR Chair and another SCR member met with the planning committee in DC to construct the 
research strand program for the 2014 convention.  At this meeting new features of the proposal process were 
implemented so that research strand session could be proposed and cross-listed as Rainbow and LGBT (part of 
ongoing work to better link the SCR with diversity and equity initiatives and institutional structures in NCTE) 
 
- Summer 2014 in collaboration with Headquarters the SCR Chair assisted in planning the Annual Research Awards 
Session Planning  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
-The guaranteed sessions subcommittees continue to plan for their sessions 
 
-Continued work to improve communication and collaboration between SCR, RTE, and NCTEAR in underway.  This 
includes the RTE session at the 2014 convention, the SCR Chair’s involvement (2014 and 2015) in NCTEAR (planning 
and participation). 
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-We are working to better communicate the research strand and activities of NCTE to emerging and established 
literacy researchers (some of whom see other literacy organizations as more for presenting research)  
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The SCR remains a major home of research in these areas within the organization. SCR members and presenters in 
the research strand represent the cutting edge of research in literacy and teaching.  Indeed the SCR takes this 
approach in reviewing proposals, selecting awards, constructing sessions, and publishing research within NCTE 
journals and other publication spaces.  
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/researchcom 
 
Django Paris, Chair 
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